ROYAL  GORGE  GRAZING  DISTRICT,  ALIAS  COLORADO  NO.  5 

Establishment  of  a  new  Federal  grazing  district  in  Colorado,  the  sixth 
to  he  set  up  in  that  State  and  the  54th  to  he  included  in  the  range  conserva¬ 
tion  program  of  the  Grazing  Service  under  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934, 
was  recently  announced. 

The  nev;  district,  known  as  the  Royal  Gorge  District,  comprises  approxi¬ 
mately  500,000  acres  of  public  land  in  Teller,  Park,  Fremont,  and  Custer 
Counties,  near  the  continental  divide. 

Included  in  the  boundaries  of  the  new  grazing  district  is  Cripple  Creek, 
the  famous  gold  mining  camp  discovered  in  the  early  1890's  by  Winfield  Scott 
Stratton. 

Creation  of  the  new  district,  officially  designated  as  Colorado  Grazing 
District  No.  5,  brings  the  total  area  of  public  land  in  Federal  grazing  dis¬ 
tricts  to  approximately  133,500,000  acres  in  the  ten  western  States.  Nearly 
7,000,000  acres  of  this  public  land  is  in  the  six  Colorado  grazing  districts 
now  established. 

Drought  and  overgrazing  in  recent  years  caused  deterioration  of  soil 
and  forage  in  this  area  with  the  result  that  stockmen  requested  the  Grazing 
Service  to  provide  a  remedy  for  an  over-stocked  condition  on  the  range.  On 
May  21,  a  group  representing  about  seventy-five  percent  of  the  range' users 
in  this  area  recommended  creation  of  this  district. 

The  famous  Royal  Gorge  of  the  Arkansas  River  for  which  the  district  has 
been  named  crosses  the  area  between  Canon  City  and  Salida.  The  generally 
rugged  surface  of  the  land  is  used  primarily  as  cattle  range  in  connection 
with  approximately  .625,000  acres  of  privately  controlled  land  in  the  district. 
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10 WAITS  BEAR  ABOUT  THE  GRAZIITG  SERVICE 

District  Grazier  Pierson  (New  Mexico)  visited  the  freshmen  summer  camp 
of  the  Iowa  State  College  Forestry  School  located  in  the  Jemez  Mountains, 
and  explained  to  them  the  work  of  the  Grazing  Service..  The  discussions  in¬ 
volved  a  review  of  the  governmental  land  policies  leading  up  to  the  passage 
of  the  Taylor  Act,  and  a  general  discussion  relating  to  the  range  management 
lands,  operations,  and  improvements  activities  of  the  Grazing  Service. 

*  *  R.R  *  * 


BEET QUITE 

In  a  recent  publication  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department  of  the  In¬ 
terior,  bentonite  is  described  as  "a  claylike  substance  formed  by  the  weather¬ 
ing  or  alteration  of  volcanic  ash,  composed  of  the  minerals  of  the  montmoril-  ^ 
Ionite  family  and  usually  containing  beidellite." 

This  substance,  which  is  found  in  every  "grazing”  State,  is  known  to 
have  many  present  and  proposed  uses,  among  them  in  the  manufacture  of  paper, 
oilcloth,  linoleum,  cement,  pencil  leads,  crayons,  paste  and  other  products 
as  a  binder,  filler,  and  nlasticizer;  as  a  rubber  and  phonograph  record  filler; 
as  an  adsorbent  and  emulsifier  in  the  manufacture  of  soap,  refining  oils,  and 
fats;  as  a  water  softener;  in  the  manufacture  of  drugs  and  cosmetics;  and  many 


Although  early  pioneers  noticed  this  peculiar  claylike  substance. in  numer¬ 
ous  "soap  holes"  and  referred  to  it  as  "mineral  soap"  or  "soap  clay  interest 
in  it  subsided  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century.  It  was  not,  until 
recently  that  interest  has  revived,  resulting  in  intensive  investigations. 


This  new  booklet,  "Bentonite:  Its 
Utilization,"  may  be  procured  from  the 
D.  C. ,  for  15  cents. 


Properties,  Mining,  Preparation,  and 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington 


y 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

IN  CONFECTION  WITH  THE  HISTORY  OP  GRAZING 

Mr.  George  Willison  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration. will  travel  in 
the  range  States  during  August  and  September  in  connection  with  the  history 
of  grazing  which  is  being  compiled  by  that  Administration. 


BE  CAREFUL 


You'll  never  reach  70,  doing  701 
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0.  K’S 

"Dear  Mr.  Seely: 

"Today  I  went  over  the  pipe  line  and  water  trough  being 
constructed  by  the  CCC  camp  from  Hurricane,  Utah. 

"I  am  delighted  at  the  work  that  is  being  done.  These 
boys  are  doing  a  real  service  and  something  that  will  last 
for  years  and  be  of  much  value  to  many  people  using  the  range 
in  this  locality. 

"I  also  saw  the  very  fine  corral  on  the  Fort  Pierce  Wash 
which  this  camp  built. 


"Very  truly  yours, 

"J.  Claud  Prei, 

President,  Santa  Clara  Cattle  Co." 
*  *  R  R  *  * 


OREGON  REPORTS... 

That  informal  gatherings  of  stockmen  and  district  graziers  are  be¬ 
ing  held  on  the  range  throughout  the  region  in  an  effort  to  determine 
proper  locations  for  range  improvements,  cattle  and  sheep  allotments, 
et  cetera.  A  great  deal  of  good  work  can  be  accomplished  by  this  "on 
the  ground"  method,  rather  than  behind  an  office  desk.  The  advice  of 
practical  stockmen,  coupled  with  unbiased  recommendations  of  technical 
service  men,  has  as  its  result  lasting  good  to  the  livestock  industry. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


MISS  INTERIOR,  1940 

Since  the  nomination  of  as  pretty  a  young  lady  as  Miss  Irene  Nesbitt 
to  represent  the  Grazing  Service  in  a  beauty  contest  to  select  "Miss 
Interior,  1940",  we  are  looking  around  for  a  place  to  put  the  silver  cup 
which  is  first  prize.  We  don’t  think  Irene  can  be  beat  I 

The  contest,  which  will  be  held  August  19,  is  an  annual  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Interior  Department  Recreational  Association. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

SUBLETTE  GRAZING  DISTRICT,  WYOMING  (No.  5) 

Sublette  was  the  name  of  a  colorful  character  in  early  Wyoming 
history  who,  through  his  work  of  operating  a  fur  exchange,  became  a  char¬ 
acter  well  known  in  the  western  portion  of  the  State. 
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CHANGES  IN  THE  WEATHER 

While  Montana  reports  that  the  rainy  season  has  started  in  that  State 
and  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  over  some  of  the  roads  because  of  the  mud, 
other  range  States  are  experiencing  serious  droughts.  In  most  States  it 
is  reported  that  the  water  supply  is  satisfactory. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

From  Wyoming  comes  a  report  of  outstanding  service  on  the  part  of  a 
range  survey  crew  working  in  the  vicinity  of  Hanna,  Wyoming  on  July  12. 
While  returning  to  camp  these  fellows  came  upon  an  overturned  automobile. 
They  removed  the  unconscious  driver,  restored  him  to  consciousness  and 
applied  first  aid  to  numerous  cuts  and  wounds  the  most  severe  of  which 
was  a  severed  artery  in  the  arm.  The  injured  man  was  then  removed  to  a 
•hospital.  Good  work,  fellowsi 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

In  the  August  1940  issue  of  Journal  of  Forestry  there  is  an  article 
by  W.  P.  Cottam  and  George  Stewart  entitled  "Plant  Succession  as  a  Result 
of  Grazing  and  of  Meadow  Desiccation  by  Erosion  since  Settlement  in  1862." 
This  study  of  the  Mountain  Meadows  area  in  southwestern  Utah  brings  out 
problems  common  to  many  other  grazing  areas  in  the  West.  Evidence  has 
been  discovered  that,  since  settlement  of  this  area,  profound  changes  in 
the  nature  and  distribution  of  vegetation  have  occurred  due  to  drought  and 
heavy  grazing.  A  careful  analysis  of  the  causes  and  effects  of  chese 
changes  makes  an  article  extremely  interesting  and  instructive. 


